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The Twin Oaks Heaith and Rehabilitation
Center at 1200 Springfield Drive is one of
“three nursing homes being sued, along
-wlth the company that runs the facillty,
Evergreen Healthcare.
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“ against -a Chico nursing home was -
 filed by a man who says the facility’s
~ administration continually. " tried 0
~keep him from visiting his wife after
~he: complained ' about the care she
~ was getting. - _
“ In January, Stewart ‘Smith filed
“suit against Twin Oaks Health and’
 Rehabilitation Cenfer and the com-
. pany that runs the home, Evergreen
Healthcare of Vancouver, Wash,
_ According to the suit, Smith’s
- wife, Sharon, was admitted to Twin
Oaks in August 2007 becanse Smith
_could no longer care for her at home.
* She suffered from 4 neuromuscular
disorder. ‘
. Smith felt his- wife’s care at the
“nursing home was inadequate. She
‘fell several times, the suit said.
Smith complained to.the adminis-
tration. about Sharon’s’ care, and he .
began working with ‘another resi-
.dent’s family to document instances..
‘of unacceptable care, the suit said.
They. ‘planned. to complain to the
state Déepartment of Public Health. .-
“According to Paradise lawyer Joe
Earley, who represénts Smith, a.
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_ .pOWer of attorney executed by :

S “Sharon gave her husband access to
S ' = all her medical records at the facility.
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He used these: 1n developmg com-

. On Dec. 3, 2007, Smith gave the

.adm;mstrator of Twin Oaks a written

description of complaints he was

making to the state.

-~Pour days later, the suit stated, at
a meeting Smith had with the admin®

istrator and director of nursing, the’

two Twin Oaks officials accused him
of abusing his wife. They told him he
must stop visiting Sharon in her
room. ) i

Earley said they accused Smith of

such things as withholding food

from his wife, when in fact, he would
only hold a fork full of food at a dis-:

tance to make sure she’d chewed and

swallowed one bite before she got
. the next. :
. Twin Oaks admmlstrators con-
" vinced Sharon’s son his father was
abusing his mother, and got him to

accept his' mother’s power of attor--

ney; the suit said. The nursing home ™
prepared the new power of attorney _

for Sharon.

Sharon was dlstraught her. hus?'\'”
band was no longer visiting her in |
-her room. On June 30, 2008 the sult_ '

- visit,

said, she wrote out a new power of
attorney, again making her husband

her representative for health care.

According to the lawsuit, Twin
Qaks responded by trying to have

‘Sharon declared incompetent. Men-
tal competency tests were given, and
‘a “an incapacity statement” was pre-
“pared and used to revoke Sharon’s
‘new power of attorney.

On Aprii 9, 2009, Sharon’ execut-
ed yet another power of attorney, but

the nursing home ighored it, and

continued to deny Smith access to
records and to prevent him from vis-
iting whenever he wanted, the suit
said. :
Ultimately, under pressure from
him, Earley- said, the nursing Lome
accepted this latest power-. of attor-
ney;. and Srmth was perrmtted to

Sharon died Nov 13 2009
Accordmg to Smith’s complamt

the. nursing home’s actions: con-

tributed - to - the ~*detérioration . of

Sharon’s phy51cal and mentai health

Stai‘f wnter Lafry Mitcheli can
be reached at 896-7758 or
Imitchell@chicoer.com.
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